
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 

  

One of my favourite days in school is our Achievement Assembly that takes place at the end of the school year 

and is an opportunity to celebrate the learning of all pupils and award some certificates and trophies to pupils 

who have made exceptional progress. 

The Headteacher’s Award is given to a pupil who has made outstanding progress throughout the school year 

and to choose one recipient is delightful… and difficult. This year the Headteacher’s Award has gone to Niamh in 

Junior 3 class.  Niamh has worked extremely hard to manage her behaviour for learning and her success in this 

has enabled her to show her growing independence and maturity.  Well done Niamh! 

In addition, Eddie was awarded the 'Pride of Glyne Gap' award as he leaves Glyne Gap College at the end of 

year 14.  This year Eddie has completed an exceptional work placement at Battle and Langton School in which 

he not only showcased his skills and confidence, but acted as a terrific ambassador for Glyne Gap College and 

young people with learning disabilities.  Eddie will be continuing his path to employment at Little Gate College 

and we wish him the very best.  As a school we aim for pupils to lead happy and fulfilled lives, Niamh and Eddie 

remind us that learning is the key to this. 

Our Leavers’ Assembly is held in the final days of the term and is a time of mixed emotions as we say goodbye 

to students who we have had the privilege of knowing for many years. This year we say goodbye and good luck 

to Eddie, Harrison, Eloise, Harvey, George, Jesse and Sofia. In addition, Arthur is moving to a new school. We 

are incredibly proud of all that you are and all that you have achieved. 

We also say goodbye to Debbie Clark who has been an incredible teacher, leader and champion for this school 

and its pupils and families for 21 years. Throughout this time Deb has been uncompromising in wanting and 

delivering the very best for the pupils, families and staff of our school and she inspires many of us...me includ-

ed. A mere thank you just isn't enough... 

I thank all families for your understanding, support and partnership throughout this school year. Our relation-

ships with you remain a strength, something that I enjoy and central to the learning and wellbeing of your child. 

I wish you all a very enjoyable summer break and I look forward to the start of term for pupils - Thursday 3rd 

September.  I will write to you in the new term to update on plans for the new school year.  

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

End of term 

1pm on Weds. 22nd July 

 

Back to school  

Thursday, September 3rd 

Glyne Gap School 

Newsletter Term 6—2025—2026 

Penguins class enjoying 

a great day out at  

Drusilla's 

Who wants to go to the Zoo?  
 

This term Penguins class went on a trip to Drusilla's.  Pupils travelled together on the minibus and had a wonderful day exploring 

the zoo, climbing in soft play, cooling down in the splash pool and ending with a ride on the land train.  The day provided lots of  

opportunities for practicing their receptive and expressive communication!  We all had so much fun! 



 

Sports Day 2026 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

     Achievement Assembly 
 

 
Well done to this year’s prizewinners: 
 
 
Communication 
 
Infants—Arthur Willis 
Juniors—Edison Friend 
Seniors—Emmanuel Roshan 
F.E.—Sean Palmer 
 
Personal Development 
 
Infants—Louis Tovey 
Juniors— Arwen French and Niamh Link-Smith 
Seniors— Tiger Pelling 
F.E.  - Jamie Henty 
 
Achievement and Effort 
 
Infants— Rodi Yalcin 
Juniors— Finn Ritchie 
Seniors—Riley Jackson 
F.E.— Sofia Kaminski 
 
Friendship 
 
Infants— Zack Randall and Arthur Lelliott 
F.E.— Flinn Batehup 
 
Nursery Award 
Clementine Marjoram 
 
Headteacher’s Award 
Niamh Link-Smith 
 
Pride of Glyne Gap School 
Eddie Hermitage 
 

A Day of Embracing Arts — Musical Workshops 
 

This term pupils at school took part in sensory workshops with Sarah and Claire from Embracing Arts. The workshops had a Musicals 

theme and were thoroughly enjoyed by pupils and staff alike! It was so lovely to see our pupils engaging with activities, trying new 

things and showing off their skills! 

 

Thank you to all 

the families 

who came to 

support their 

children at this 

year’s Sports 

Day, what a 

wonderful 

afternoon of 

sporting  fun 

and community 

spirit!  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seniors— Mini Enterprise Project 

 

 

 Goodbye to our Leavers 
 

 

Oh to be 18!  

 

Flinn's parents organised an ice cream treat for 

College to Celebrate Flinn's 18th birthday with 

his friends!  

 

The Seniors have been working hard this term, practicing their 

skills of making healthy fruit smoothies, fruit ice lollies and fruit 

kebabs as part of their Mini Enterprise Topic of fundraising for 

a charity. The charity they chose to raise money for was the Air 

Ambulance and they raised £28.45.  Great fun was had selling 

the delicious treats on the playground. 

Seniors — Integration Sessions 

 

Throughout the year, the Senior Department have been meeting weekly for 

special Seniors' afternoon integration sessions. These have created opportuni-

ties for developing friendships across the department, chances to work in 

different environments and try a wide range of different activities. To conclude 

the sessions, pupils made their own packed lunches and enjoyed a picnic  

together in the Wild Garden. It was the perfect end to a brilliant year!  

We had a wonderful afternoon celebrating our Leavers last  

Thursday with their families.  We wish them all the very best as they 

embark on their next chapter in life.  This year we say goodbye and 

well done to:  

               Sofia Kaminski   Harrison Lee 

               George White   Eloise Doswell 

               Jesse Poni   Eddie Hermitage 

               Harvey Martin 
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Preparing for the Holidays 
 

The summer break can be a lovely time away from the constraints of school but they can also be 
a very challenging time for our pupils and their families with the lack of structure and routine.  

Using visuals with your child, if appropriate, will give them information about their day or about 
what you’re doing. Don’t think of it as “school work” as a lot of our pupils like to know what is  

happening and have some choice over what activities are available to them, as we all do.  

Even just giving your child 2 options e.g. “Would you like to walk at the beach or in the woods?” 
will give them autonomy and realise they have a choice. Don’t forget you can use photos on your 

phone alongside your ‘now’ card if you don’t have the pictures printed out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      Communication Stars 
 

 

 

This year we have had a huge amount of superstars who have transitioned from their PECs onto a              

Communication Book. Once the pupils have done the hard work of learning to initiate and gain attention and 

demonstrated they need something different then a Communication Book can be the next step. 

 

It gives so many more reasons to communicate and broadens vocabulary - every book is made bespoke to the 

child and can include categories like feelings, colours and activities. We can also add pages 

in if a child has a specific interest, for example to request videos of leaf blowers and lifts, 

or to request music by their  favourite band JLS! We have 

heard it all before so really, no request is too strange! 

 

Some of our superstars include Mason, Myla-Mae, Ezra and 

Lydia from our infant classes, Kai, Lexi and Louie from Juniors 

and Nate from Seniors. Well done to all of you! 

  

Wishing you a lovely summer holiday. 



Signing News 

At Glyne Gap we have our own signing vocabulary; we use a mixture of Makaton, BSL and Communication Link. We also 
have our own signs for some of our more obscure topic words. The main thing is that they are simple, easy to          
understand and hopefully easy to use even when dexterity isn’t great. You will see that we are using photos of signs as 
well as the sign line drawings which hopefully over time you will find easier to interpret.  

             
                                         
            
 

 

 

 

 

 

  We want to share with you a few signs alongside the symbols that you might find useful over the summer. 

No            school holiday Sign ‘holiday’ then ‘club 

 

*  Signing stars * 
 

We have lots of pupils in school that do some great signing within their       

lessons.  Well done to Senior 3 for showing us some of your amazing skills   

using your signs alongside your science work! 


