Glyne Gap School
Newsletter, Term 4, 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,
This picture is on my office wall and I look at it regularly. It has particularly resonated with me this term as pupils, staff and families continue to
find 'bounce' as we return to school… to a new normality… following a
third lockdown within the most unusual of school years.
However, 'bounce' or resilience, is a quality that many of our pupils
demonstrate throughout the school year. Our pupils can experience the
most challenging of days in terms of their health… and then bounce back
to be in school, participating and learning just as soon as they can. Our
Creepy Crawlies on page 2 are outstanding examples of this.

Xavier, Alfie and Eloise
(S3) dressing up as
’Heroes’ and enjoying
Red Nose Day. Thank
you for all your support,
we raised an impressive
£287.18!

Our pupils are challenged in their learning… and sometimes succeed and sometimes don't. However, succeeding
or not does not always seem to impact on their bounce - a success bounces them onto the next step of their
learning and if success hasn't yet come our pupils just bounce back with even more determination. I was
reminded of this last night when I awarded a Supergoal Superstar to Hollie.
Finding your 'bounce', your resilience, is an important life skill and one which the national context has given
us all a number of opportunities to practice over recent months....and one in which our pupils have much to
teach.
I thank all of you who have approached this last term with understanding, co-operation and resilience as we
managed the unpredictability brought about Covid-19.
The photos and articles in this newsletter show that school has remained a place of learning, care and fun.
I hope you enjoy the Easter break and I really look forward to the promise that the summer term brings!
Warm regards,

Dates for your Diary
Easter Holidays:
2nd—18th (with staff
training day on April
19th
Parent Café:
30th June 10—12pm
School Closure Days to
enable staff training
19th April
28th May
2nd July

Fashion Week at The Faculty
London, Paris, Milan and now The Faculty brought their own certain style to spring fashion with a fabulous fashion show last week
This was a culmination of a lot of hard work for pupils in FE1 who have been exploring their likes/dislikes in what they wear, looking
at different styles, experimenting and making their own tie-dye collection and then organising a fashion show to display their
creations. FE2 also joined in, modelling their favourite clothes. Thanks to Isabelle for working so hard backstage as the show’s
make-up artist. What a showcase! Well done all.

Andrew and Harvey making tie-dye

Spring collection 2021

What a show!

Community News / Useful Information

Creepy Crawlies in P.E.
This term in PE we have been focusing on our 'Bugs' topic . We
have been experiencing different shapes and movement and
becoming aware of our bodies.
Skylarks have been working on moving and making different ‘bug’
shapes and choosing which ‘bug’ they like being. Violet chose
being a curled-up woodlouse, Lilly chose being a wiggly worm and
Tash and William both enjoyed being spiders!

Violet, Lilly, Tash and William in their
P.E. class.

Senior 2—Working Hard on Communication

Safeguarding

It’s a bug life!
Penguins have enjoyed their topic work this term– ‘It’s a Bug’s Life!’
They have explored the Hungry Caterpillar book- dressing up as
caterpillars and tasting all the different foods the caterpillar ate.
Penguins have also enjoyed searching for lots of bugs in the wild garden!

Senior 2 have been working hard on their
communication skills this term, in particular asking for
‘more’ of something or telling an adult that something
has ‘finished’. All pupils have been working hard in a
range of activities to express themselves and have
successfully done this in a number of different contexts.
During our ICT sessions Diyar has been working hard on
using symbols to request ‘more’ or ‘finished’ when the
vibrating mat is switched on/ off. Derry was able to tell
us that she wanted ‘more’ of the vibrating robot by
reaching out and touching an adult’s open hand. Omar is
working on using the ‘more’ and ‘finished’ symbols and
Milly is using her communication system, tapping her
tray, to ask for ‘more’ and, as a result, is having lots of
fun on the roundabout!

We Could be Heroes—Just for 1 Day!
We celebrated Red Nose Day in style this year with a wonderful array of
‘Heroes’ coming into school—from Superman to some wonderful NHS
occupations. We had a fun-filled day in school and raised some money for a
great cause. Thank you for all your support. Pupils in Senior 1 were asked who
their heroes are…..

Ella-May (Seagulls) dressed up as an NHS ‘Hero’

Wrens—Working on Independence Skills

Parent Cafe

In Wrens we are learning to organise ourselves for familiar activities.
Look what we have been able to do:
Tayden spilt his drink and
after being asked “what
could you do?” he remembered that he needed to get
a paper towel to wipe it up.

Rogan was taking part in a craft
activity and knew he needed glue.
Without any prompts he went to
the cupboard to find some.

When told it was playtime,
and with a signed ‘coat’
prompt, Jared and Shah both
went to get their coats from
their pegs in the corridor and
then returned to class with
them.
Well done Wrens!

As this term ends, the pathway forwards regarding
Covid-19 looks more hopeful. With this spirit I’d like to
suggest we organise an in-person Parent Café for Term 6.
The focus will be on ‘Recovery’. A chance to meet up with
each other and talk through our experiences as parents/
carers over the last year (highs and lows) and use this
reflection to think about what kind of Cafés we’d like to
have in the coming year. Of course the date of this may well
change, depending on Government guidance, but for now
the date for your diary is Wednesday 30th June 10-12pm.
For those of you who haven’t been to a Parent Café before,
we are based in the Café at school. They are informal
catch-ups, with drinks and snacks. There is always a
learning focus (communication/behaviour/benefits etc.)
and always a supportive welcome.
Can’t wait to see you all in person! I will send out more
information in the Summer Term.
Take care,
Mel J

News from the Communication Team!
Hello Everyone,
This term the Communication Team would like to share some signs & symbols that you may want to use with
your child now and over the coming weeks. With the Easter Holidays just around the corner and the promise of
Spring in the air it is a time of year that we can begin to really enjoy the outdoors again. These signs and
symbols reflect some of the places you can go to with your family, come rain or shine!
Something for you to try at home……...
These signs and symbols could be used to give your child a choice about where they would like to go or to give
your child information about where you are going. To do this simply cut the symbols out and offer 2 options at
a time or show them the place you are going to.

Communication Stars
The Communication Team would like to
celebrate some of our pupils in the Nursery
who have been working hard to become
effective communicators. Jayden, Amelia,
Louis, Monsef, Andrei and Rupert have made
fantastic progress with their expressive
communication, using new and individualised
systems, such as PECS, Communication books
and Choice Boards to make choices and to
communicate their wants.

t

These superstars are also transferring
the skills they have learnt at home and
school between the two environments.
Well Done All!

