
 

Dates for your  
Diary 

 
Half term: 
15th—22nd February 
(inclusive) 
School Closure Days: 
22nd February 
28th May 
2nd July 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 

 

It is lovely to be writing to you about what is at the heart of this school: our pupils and their learning and  

wellbeing.  There are some great highlights of what pupils have been up to in this newsletter.  

Many of you will know that one of the ways we celebrate pupils' achievements is through our Worker of the Week. 

Class teams can nominate a pupil to achieve this award with the final decision being mine...and last Friday I had a 

REALLY difficult decision to make as I had 6 REALLY strong nominations!  It would seem that it takes more than a 

pandemic and the Beast from the East to put Glyne Gap pupils off their learning.  Pupils are coping  

extremely well with the ways that we now work in school and the changes that we may have to make, sometimes 

unexpectedly and with little warning.  I am so proud of their determination and resilience.  If you have any  

concerns about your child's wellbeing throughout this pandemic, please do not hesitate to raise this with your 

child's class teacher.  

Not to be outdone are the pupils who are currently staying home and engaging in remote learning.  This group of 

pupils are working so hard that we have had to create a new award to recognise their achievements! Some of our 

early Home Learning Stars have been: 

William Hammond - for communication and personal care work, including signing ‘hungry’ and calling for attention. 

Olly Gladman - for continuing his learning at home work, even the bits that aren't his favourite(!) and for his  

amazing yoga skills.  

Eddie Hermitage— for doing all his jobs on his ‘job list’, making his mask and shaker for the Carnival topic and  

cooking at home 

Lola Parkinson - for using a globe to name and find countries around the world.  

Harrison Curtis  - for using his big voice at home along with his communication system. 

I am aware of both the enjoyment of teaching your child...and the pressure and challenge it can create. Well done 

to all families supporting learning at home...you are clearly doing a terrific job.  

I continue to appreciate the understanding and co-operation from all this term.  Whilst all of us would prefer to be 

living, learning and working in more usual times, we must remain grateful that pupils have remained Covid-free and 

we have been able to contain the cases we have had. Whilst we have had to put in place partial closures, school has 

remained open throughout. This would not have been possible without your support. We are getting through this 

together. 

Kindest Regards, 

         Senior 1—Functional Literacy Skills in Practice       

 

Glyne Gap School  

Newsletter, Term 3, 20201 

Congratulations to 

Eddie for being one 

of our Home Learn-

ing Stars this term.  

He sent in this photo 

of himself with his 

‘treats', sent by his 

class teacher, with a  

certificate for all his 

hard work at home. 

Being safe during these Covid times has made us think creatively in S1. We would normally do the shopping for our class dinner down at 

Ravenside. We can't do that at the moment. 

Part of Ted's most important learning is to use his literacy skills functionally to prepare him for his future life. Recently he has been  

responsible for writing the class shopping list, ordering the food online and working with his friends to safely bring the delivery into class 

and put it away. At the moment he needs some support to do this, but with time and practice he will be doing this independently. One 

of Ted's own goals this term was to do 'good teamwork'…. you've done brilliantly Ted, well done! 



 

             Thank you Tina 
 

                
 

 

 

 

Ready, Steady, Go!  

Look what we’re getting up to in Nursery! 

 Isabelle—Supporting Our NHS   

 

A huge ‘Thank You’ to our school governor Tina 

(Bailey’s mum) for volunteering to oversee our  

Lateral Flow Device Testing  in school for staff. Tina is 

a Community Nurse but is taking time out from her 

busy schedule to support the school.  We very much 

appreciate all her hard work, not only as a Governor 

but  now  as our lead tester!  She is coming into 

school  three days a week  to facilitate this testing 

and working with members of staff who have been 

trained to conduct this testing.   
looking at our  shadows, 

moving parts of our bodies. 

Monsef’s first trip to the 

Wild Garden, Oh no I can’t 

go over it, I can’t go under it, 

I’ve got to go through it! 

Edward is painting using his 

feet, what great fun!  

 

Monsef is working with a friend 

to try and break the ice and free 

the penguins frozen inside. He 

can choose various tools to  

enable him to complete this task. 

Penguins class having a great time in the playground going under the 

parachute enjoying cause and effect. Here you can see Alfie, Arwen, 

Stuart and Jennifer all joining in.  

 

Hello again! 

There's some good news and some bad news regarding 'Parent Cafes' this term. Due to the ongoing Covid situation we are not going 

to be planning for any Parent Cafes on site during the coming terms. However, what I can offer is a regular 'problem spot' phone call 

cafe. Please feel free to call me on any term-time Wednesday between 1.30 and 3.30pm. I can't promise I can answer all your ques-

tions, but I will do my best to signpost you to someone who can. It could be you are not sure who to speak to about benefits, making a 

will, support groups in the area, or maybe a Post 19 issue. The number is 07934092492.  Remember you can always email me at:  

melanie.juckes@glynegap.org. I normally work on Wednesdays. 

Take care,  

Mel J 

      Parent Cafe 

Isabelle has been learning 

from home this term. For her 

birthday, she decided to ask 

people to donate to her NHS 

charity Just giving 

page, instead of receiving 

gifts.  

Originally, she hoped to raise 

£100 with funds being used to 

buy food and drinks for NHS 

staff looking after Covid pa-

tients at The Conquest.  She 

has now raised over £1000!  

Well done Isabelle, what an 

amazing achievement and 

contribution. 



FE2 Home Learning whilst  
Isolating at Home…… 

 
 

Outdoor Learning — Mud, Mud, Glorious Mud! 

 

 

 

 

This term has been all about mud !  Pupils have been really enjoying these senso-

ry sessions with Bridget. loving the messy play and feeling all the textures.  Here 

you can sees Violet, Lily, Armani and  Jakob really enjoying their ‘Mud Kitchen’ 

Ola  from Junior 2 
This term Junior 2 are exploring Brazil through stories, cooking, music and culture.  

Pupils have experienced the Rainforest through our story of “The Great Kapok 

Tree”.  In Art we created some of the creatures in the story, can you spot a frog, 

snake, beetle and a rainbow parrot? 

A particular highlight has been our cooking sessions creating Brazilian Limeade 

and cheese bread using switches to operate the blender, microwave and mixer. 

Lots of fun exploring Rio Carnival through dance and costumes! 

Whilst these unusual times continue, I am  

delighted to say learning has not stopped for 

our students, even when they are isolating at 

home.  With the outstanding support of  

parents and carers, students continue to set 

themselves goals and extend their  

independent living skills at home.  Well done 

to Ashley, Isabelle, Oliver, Luke and Leo for 

making their contributions at home whilst 

isolating; making their beds, tidying their  

bedrooms, doing the laundry, helping to cook 

a meal or lay the table and clear up.  



 

Hello to all our Parents, Carers & Families, 
 
 
Here in school we aim for all of our pupils to be as independent as possible with their communication. One way to  
support our pupils to do this is to develop the really important skill of learning to gain someone’s attention in order to 
communicate with them.  We provide our pupils with opportunities to practice this skill throughout the day and this is 
something that you can work on at home too. Remember, this is a big skill to learn so breaking it down into smaller 
steps during teaching will make it more achievable 

 
 

Here’s are some things for you to try at home… 
 

 When you give your child a toy or snack, hold it just out of reach so they have to reach towards you, next time 
stand a few steps away. Gradually increase the distance so your child learns to move towards you. 

 

 Place favorite items out of reach so your child has to get your attention to get what they want!  
 

 When you’re interacting with your child, at an appropriate time, turn away and pretend to do something to give 
your child the opportunity to regain your attention.  

 
 

Good luck! 
 

News from the Communication Team! 

Communication Star 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

t 

 

 

 

Liam has been working hard this term, using a  

personalised programme on his laptop to communicate 

with others. 

 

Liam accesses the programme using a scan and select 

switch to create sentences. This enables him to talk to 

others,  communicate his wants, needs and opinions, 

share his news, socialise and make a range of choices. 

 

Liam has learnt to navigate his way around the software 

and is extending his knowledge of symbols. 

 

Here he is using the laptop to independently request 

what he would like for dinner  

 

Well done Liam! 


