
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   Dates for your Diary 

 
Last day in school— Weds, 
20th December 
School and Nursery return 
on Tuesday, 2nd January.  
The Faculty returns on 
Wednesday,  3rd  January 

 

Please join us  

for our Christmas 

Carol Service at 

10am on 

Wednesday,  

 20th December at 

 St Michaels Church , 

 20 Glassenbury Drive,    

 Bexhill, TN40 2NY  

 

 Dear Parents, Carers, Families and Friends, 

 

What a wonderful time of year this truly is!  It is an absolute delight to see our pupil’s  

excitement as they take full part in the Christmas events.  Some of our youngest pupils went on 

the Bluebell Railway Santa Express, the Juniors and Seniors have been out Christmas shopping, 

Faculty students combined their shopping with a trip to see the new Star Wars movie and our 

Nursery nativity was just so special.  

My personal highlight has been the Infant Nativity that pupils in Seagulls, Skylarks and Wrens 

performed.  Their performance, as well as bringing a tear to the eye of the assembled parents, 

grandparents and staff, highlighted the learning that our youngest pupils are achieving.  Isobel 

played the part of Mary.  Isobel is learning to sit on an ordinary classroom chair and was able to 

transfer this skill to sit on a hay bale with Joseph (played by Lenny).  Historically, Jojo has found 

it very difficult to be in our school hall and would need opportunity to go out as and when he 

needed to.  During the Nativity, he not only stayed in the hall but took on the role of one of our 

Kings.  Well done Isobel and Jojo! 

 

Evaluated termly goals will be coming home this week showing your child’s learning over the 

term.  Do talk to your child’s class teacher with your thoughts for next steps. 

 

It is our Christmas Service at St Michael’s Church on Wednesday.  It starts at 10am and all are 

welcome – hope to see you there. 

 

Christmas love to you all and very best wishes for a peaceful New Year. 

Kirsty  
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Message from Jayne at The Faculty 
 

Throughout the School and The Faculty we aim to develop our students' independence, providing them with a breadth of purposeful 

experiences to practice functional skills that will make a real difference to their future lives.  

In Terms 1 and 2, two students have successfully completed a ‘block week’ experience, developing their skills at the flat. During this 

week they did not attend College as their most important learning was taught at the flat or within the local community.  This included  

independent travel, household chores, shopping, cooking, sleeping away from home and even their laundry! 

The block week experience is an inspirational one that raises students own expectations of themselves whilst consolidating 

skills.  Students take pride and ownership of the flat within their time working there and can get a real feel of what their future life 

may be like. 

 

   

    Phoebe  

    ordering her 

    food 

 

 

 

Josh making his bed 

and cooking his dinner 

Isobel and Lenny as  Mary and 

Joseph in the Infants Nativity play   



 

    

 

 

 

 

Our new School Council has been running since June and is currently made 

up of Xavier, Ollie, Elisha, Liam, Xander and Ashley. School Council’s job is 

to ’listen to pupils and make the school better’ and each member of School 

Council takes on different jobs within this. Our two projects so far have 

been around the vending machine and recycling. Members found out what 

pupils wanted in the vending machine, helped to buy it and stocked the 

machine. We have also started doing weekly recycling collections for all 

the classes and offices in the school. This has made a real difference to 

people as the bins don’t get really full any more. School Council members 

have used lots of thinking, problem solving and communication skills to 

make these things happen. 

 

 

 

 Supergoal Superstars! 
Food Bank Thanks 

 

 

We take Supergoals very seriously at school and achieving them is not 

an easy task.  We congratulate the following pupils for achieving their 

Supergoals over the past few months; 

 

 

Willow can now walk independently 
Ibrahim can go from sitting to standing using ‘grab bars’ 
Harrison  can persist in ‘getting his message across’ using various 
methods to support his speech in school 
Kate can take public transport independently 
Patrick can cook a meal for family and friends 
Harry is now able to complete a gym programme 
Elly is  working in a care home 
Josh can independently use the toilet throughout the day using his  
talking watch 
Elyshia can independently shop for, and buy,  items on a shopping list 
and pay for them using the self-service check out.  
Reece  can manage his own behaviour when being told ‘no’.   

 

Well done to you all! 

 

J1—Tackling Technology 
 

In Junior 1 this term we have been practicing our  

functional technology skills; 

 

 Switching on/off machines in class 

 Operating microwaves to make jelly 

 Using hand held hoovers to clean up mess 

 Using the vending machine to choose a treat! 

Thank you to everyone who 

donated to our Reverse 

Advent Calendar for Food 

Bank.  As you can see, we 

were able to send Food 

Bank a substantial amount 

of supplies on behalf of our 

pupils and they were very 

grateful.   

Amber-Rose, Flinn, 

Harley and  Sean  

all working hard to 

master their  

technology tasks. 

              Student Council members Ashley and Xander, sorting out the Christmas post 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                    

 

                         News from the Governors 
    Introducing our new Parent Café…. 

 

Junior 3—Making the Most of Snack and Dinner Times 
 

In Junior 3 our priority focus of learning is Communication and PSHE. Throughout the school day pupils have a range of opportunities 

to develop and gain new skills within these key areas and we recognise how important this is, particularly in preparing them for later  

life. A great time to facilitate this learning is during snack and dinner times where there are opportunities galore. Pupils are  

supported and encouraged to make and communicate their choices using a range of methods, e.g. speech, signs, photos and  

Communications books, and to be as independent as possible. We promote opportunities for pupils to do things for themselves, e.g. 

cut up own dinner/fruit, pour own drink, queue up in the line and to solve any problems that may occur, e.g. finding the correct cutlery 

needed for a pudding, wiping up a spillage, asking for help if they need it. 

George requesting his snack and drink using symbols 

Liam eating his lunch 

independently 

Eddie and Alfie waiting in the 

queue to request their pudding 

This time last year I was writing to you about the creation of Supergoals and waiting in 

anticipation for our first ‘Superstar’.  I am delighted several pupils have now achieved 

their Supergoals;  It’s great to see Willow walking and  to know that Kate, prior to  

leaving The Faculty, had learnt how to take public transport independently—these are 

real life-changing skills that pupils worked very hard for.  I congratulate all our current 

Superstars and wish pupils all the best in achieving their Supergoals.  

 

Last term Kirsty wrote to parents regarding the outstanding progress pupils had made 

last year.  I have met with our Professional Advisor to the Governing Body and the 

External Advisor from East Sussex County Council who have both verified 

these judgements.  Indeed, East Sussex County Council have recently written to me to 

confirm their view that Glyne Gap remains a category 1 outstanding school.    

What a great start to 2018!  

  

Wishing you all a very merry Christmas, 

Claire Cordell  - Chair of the Governors 

 

                                Celebration Time in Wrens 
 
Wrens have been looking at the topic ‘Celebrations’ this term and this, of course, includes Christmas.  We 
were very lucky to get the opportunity to ride on the ‘Santa Express’ from Sheffield Park which was great 
fun.  We listened to Christmas songs played on the accordion, watched a magician, cuddled a lion and got 
to meet Father Christmas! All the children had a fantastic day and came home very tired. 

Billy, Elliott, Thomas, Zeb and 

Iris  all travelling 1st class on 

board the Santa Express! 

We have been working hard to improve 

the school’s support for parents and  

carers.  On the 30th of January we will be 

introducing our first termly ‘Parent Café’.  

The purpose of these Cafes will be to 

share information, tips and signpost  

parents to other useful organisations.   

Our first Café will be based at school and 

focus on a benefit ‘health check’ and we 

invite you to take part in a workshop led 

by myself and Theresa from HARC 

(Hastings Advice and  

Representation Centre).   

More information coming in the new year.  

 

Best wishes, 

Mel Juckes 



 

 

 

Hello Everyone,  

 

We’ve had the pleasure of meeting class teachers over the last two weeks to discuss every pupils’ progress in  

communication. It has been wonderful to hear about the learning that has taken place this term. Check out our  

communication stars for this term below! 

Something for you to try at home……… 

Christmas is fast approaching and for most children it can’t come soon enough! Here are some signs for you to try with 

your children to help them understand how long there is until Christmas Day. 

                                   +   

              3                           more                       sleeps        until                   Christmas 
(Indicate the number of                                                                                                       

days on your fingers)        

On behalf of everyone in the Communication Team,  

I’d like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Julie  

News from the Communication Team! 

 

And finally, thank you to everyone who sponsored the Children in Need Danceathon.  We raised a fantastic £1096.43  

Elliot has made fantastic progress in his new class, following his 

new timetable using a now and next card and making choices. In 

these pictures, Elliot is choosing a switch toy to play with. He 

looks very happy with his choice of the bubble machine!! 

Derry is making choic-

es on where she would 

like to go in school! 

…..and exchanges the photo 

with a nearby adult to make 

her request! Fantastic work! 

Joel has worked hard this term to express his choices by 

making a symbolised sentence strip, exchanging this with an 

adult and reading the sentence back! Brilliant work! 

Juniors Communication Star of the Term…. 

Seniors Communication Star of the Term…. 

 Infants Communication Star of the Term…. 


