
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Families and Friends, 

 

What a wonderful time of year this is! It is an absolute delight to see our pupils' excitement as they take part in 

the Christmas preparations and events. Christmas decorations went up at school for December 1st and this 

Monday saw Father Christmas move into his grotto.  The grotto was enchanting (to pupils and staff) with sparkly 

lights, snowflakes falling and a number of elves dotted round the room.  It was delightful to see children go into 

the grotto to explore and I know some of you commented that your children have not been able to have this 

experience before.  Thank you to all who made it possible.  We also recognise that, for some pupils, the change 

of routine at this time of year is difficult and there are some strategies to support at home from the  

Communication Team at the back of this newsletter. 

I am so pleased that so many of you were able to join us in school for the events pupils and staff put together 

for you. The Infants' Christmas Crafternoon was full of glitter and the Juniors'  Christmas Concert showed off the 

performance skills of pupils (notably Jayden, Ella-May and Niamh) ...and staff and families!  We were quite a 

choir between us!  

It would be right to acknowledge the impact of the numerous viruses (including flu) that have been circulating 

this term. Some pupils and staff have been incredibly poorly and I hope you and yours are able to stay as well as 

possible over the coming weeks. On a small number of days, I have had to put in place partial/class closures to 

ensure that when pupils are in school, they are cared for by staff who they know and who know each child's 

needs.  Thank you for our understanding and co-operation at these times.  Please know it is always as a last 

resort.  

The Communication Team continue to be an exceptional support to staff in school and families.  I know a  

number of you have positive things to share about the workshops the team offer families.  In the new year, and 

as part of our school development plan, the Communication team will be extending their training offer to staff 

and families so we can all develop skills in supporting our children.   Do contact Veronique in the school office if 

you would like a copy of our school development plan. 

By the time you receive this, both the College and the School will have enjoyed our Christmas lunch.  I’m hoping 

Father Christmas will make his annual stop on our school roof to wave at us through the windows as we eat our 

Christmas pudding! 

Please note - the first day of term 3 for pupils is Tuesday 6th January. 

Christmas love to you all and very best wishes for a peaceful New Year. 
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Junior 3- Building Connections 
 

This term, Junior 3 have been building connections with other adults and peers through play. We have enjoyed role play, sensory  

exploration, mark making and having fun with cause-and-effect toys. 

Louie was working with Bobby,  

using choice boards and verbal 

communication to express  

preferences (e.g. colours) and  

advocate when he has finished.    

Lexi is using props during  

imaginative story play,  

working on prepositions and 

her  verbal communication. 

Here you can see Charlie working on early communication 

skills with less familiar adults, anticipating events and copying 

mark-making. 

A very big ‘Thank You’ 

to all parents/carers/

friends who  

contributed to this 

year’s Christmas 

Grotto.  Special thanks 

to Lenna, Matthew, 

Steph and Tina for  

creating such a  

masterpiece that was 

enjoyed by so many 

pupils.  

Jude and Arthur enjoying 

their visit to the grotto! 



 

 

Christmas Craft Market at the College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re Young but Independent! 
 

In Puffins Class we are working super hard on being as independent 

as we can. Independence looks different for each of us as we all have 

different abilities and skills. We may be young, but we can work on 

lots of different skills for independence in lots of different activities 

and in lots of different ways.  Look at our independence skills!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

…..following simple recipes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...making equipment work 

…..expressing our likes about 

the floor piano. 

using our cutlery……  

…..Making our own choices for snack 

Students and their families enjoyed an action packed festive afternoon last Tuesday 

when the college opened up its doors for the College Christmas Craft Market.  There was an 

array of stalls and student made crafts on offer and the college choir entertained.  Mince 

pies and tea were served, a great pre-Christmas gathering for all! 

Student baking... Lots of purchases...        The Glyne Gap College choir 

clearing up after ourselves... 

Celebrations and Fireworks in Seagulls Class 
 
Our topics this term has been ‘Celebrations’ and 

‘Christmas’—we’ve been exploring these topics with mixed 

media, creating some great artwork.  We’ve been  

celebrated fireworks in our music and movement sessions 

alongside other topic songs. During circle time Mason has 

been signing the songs to his class.  Rosie has been using 

her choice board to request colours for her artwork.   Alex 

has enjoyed the cause and effect sequence in making his 

art.   

All pupils have really enjoyed this topic and have  

particularly enjoyed singing and signing along to Katie  

Perry’s ‘Firework ‘song . We’ve finished the term making 

special Christmas treats of families  which will be coming 

home at the end of this term!   

 

 

 

Mason (above) signing  

to the Firework songs.  

 

 

Alex enjoying cause 

and effect for his  

artwork (right)  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
An Interactive Snowman Trip! 

 

 

 

 

 

Lilly has made good progress towards her super goal, 'To 

make and decorate a cake for friends and family.' She has 

been using a new 'Spec' switch to activate equipment in the 

cafe and has been exploring all ingredients on her tray. She 

has made it very clear that she dislikes lemon but likes  

vanilla.   

Lilly (Senior 2) -  Working hard   
on her Supergoal! 

     Children in Need 2025 

Always a highlight in our school calendar, Children In Need 

did not disappoint this year.  Pudsey led the day of themed  

activities throughout the school.  Pupils dressed up  and got 

stuck in with all the events. Thanks for all the fun Pudsey!  

The Big Sing  @ 
 

The college choir attended The Big Sing at the DLWP on 

Wednesday, 3rd December.  The Big Sing brings together  

local schools for a celebration of song  and students had a 

great time singing their well-rehearsed songs.  Well done 

Liam, Eloise, Jacob, Mariah, Flynn, Gorge, Eddie and Jamie for 

a great performance.  

Some of our Juniors visited the Benbow Arts Space, St Leonard's on 

Sea, for a special performance of The Snowman.  Pupils became  

musicians and provided accompaniment to the score of the film with 

a variety of instruments. In addition, children recreated the different 

noises in the film with everyday objects.  Pupils and staff all joined in 

and really enjoyed the experience, I think we’ll be going back for 

more! 
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      Communication Stars 
 

We have seen some fantastic learning this term across the school and some huge  
progress being made. We want to celebrate some of our  wonderful  

Juniors this term. 
 

 

 

 

Lola in J5 is doing some great communication with her PECs book. She is 

travelling in the dinner hall and problem solving using her voice too. Lola 

is also using choice boards to choose her favourite songs. 

 

 

 

 

Lwanele in J2 can consistently give attention to a photo presented on a ‘now’ 

card and travel to the hall, reception, trampoline, patio and toilet. He can also 

give  

attention to the 'not available' symbol when it is placed on a toy/object in his  

communication book and is beginning to make another choice.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM US ALL IN THE COMMUNICATION TEAM! 

 

Hello Everyone! 

 

Christmas is fast approaching and it’s a time when lots of different things happen and our usual routines may change 

for a few days. There can be family get togethers, decorations up at home, parties to go to and presents appearing 

under the Christmas tree! It can be quite confusing, overwhelming and unpredictable for our pupils.  

 

 

• When will I be allowed my presents?  

• Why do we give presents to other people?  

• Why do we have to share?!  

 

 

There are lots of things to try and understand, all in a short space of time. 

A few key messages to try and help make your holiday season run smoother… 

 

 

 Remember how you are giving your child information  - it’s really easy to forget at a busy time but where structure and 

routines go out the window it means it’s even more important to use your visuals. It can be a very confusing time so  

anything you can do to alleviate worries can help with behaviours too. 

 

 

Sharing, giving and turn taking can be very hard to understand and accept.  You could try using the signs on the next 

page  at home, when your child is playing,  to help them to understand sharing and turn taking – which can be tricky  

concepts to learn! 

 



Signing News 

At Glyne Gap we have our own signing vocabulary; we use a mixture of Makaton, BSL and Communication Link. We also have 
our own signs for some of our more obscure topic words. The main thing is that they are simple, easy to understand and 
hopefully easy to use even when dexterity isn’t great. You will see that we are using photos of signs as well as the sign line 
drawings which hopefully over time you will find easier to interpret.  

Key Vocabulary for Sharing 
             

                                         

            
 

 

 

 

The sign for ‘share’ 
flat hands move back-
wards and forwards al-

ternately  

The sign for ‘turn taking’.                                                  
Photo 1 shows how you start the sign. Then turn one hand over to 

indicate someone’s turn whilst saying for example ‘it’s my turn’ 
move your hand back. Do the same movement with the other hand 

whilst saying ‘then your turn’ move your hand back again.  

 

On Body Sign of the Term 

For some of our pupils that have a hearing or 
sight impairment (or both) we use an on body sign 

to give information.   

 
Signing Focus 

 
 
In school, we often talk about the importance of “sabotage”, in 
order to teach our pupils that they can ask for help if they 
have a problem. You can do the same at home—little things like 
handing them a packet of crisps without opening it, or just 
hesitating by a door if they need help with the handle.  
 
It takes a bit of getting used to and it feels mean to start 
with but it really empowers your children in the long term! For 
younger pupils it might just be a glance towards you—but you 
can reply with “I think you need some help” and then assist 
them.  
 
The sign for ‘help’ is as follows—one hand 
makes a fist and sits on the other flat 
hand, then both hands move upwards to-
gether as you say the word “help” 

 
 


