
              J3— Working hard on their Communication  

 

This term Junior 3 have been developing their expressive (how I make myself understood) and receptive (how I understand)
communication skills in a range of contexts, including cooking, carrying out jobs, during leisure and meal times, planning for the 
day and to make comments and observations. Here you can see pupils using their communication resources  to ask what activity is 
happening next, to follow instructions in a focused lesson on colour, size and prepositions and to talk about daily points of interest 
including the date and weather.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

End of Term 

Friday, 16th December 

at 1pm 

 

Staff training day 

3rd January 

 

Back to school for pupils 

4th January  

Newsletter Term 2 —2022 

   Glyne Gap School  

 

Thank you to everyone 

who donated to  

Children in Need this 

year, we raised a total 

of £238.40! 

Dear Parents, Carers, Families and Friends…  

 

What a wonderful time of year this is! It is an absolute delight to see our pupils' excitement as they take part 

in the Christmas preparations and events.  Christmas decorations went up at school on December 1st and we 

have a beautiful tree just inside the front door that has entranced a number of pupils as they have arrived at 

school with its twinkling lights and baubles.  Last week saw the Seniors host their Christmas Fair (see p.3) and 

Infants invite families in for Festive Fun.  Our Nursery pupils performed the Nativity and Ava was one of the 

angels.  Her goal this term was to use her walker to take 5 steps…well she did more than that as an angel, she 

used her walker to travel back and forth with the host of angels!  Great work Ava.  In addition, a number of 

older pupils enjoyed ‘Matilda’ at The Izzard Theatre.   

 

All pupils and staff across 3 sites (Faculty, Nursery and School) sat down to a full Christmas dinner yesterday – 

thank you so much to David and team! I had the pleasure of sitting with the infants and was so impressed by 

the skills they showed in waiting and eating independently – well done in particular to Kellise, Arwen, Stuart, 

Simon and Ella-May.  However, everyone was out of their seats and pointing when Santa himself appeared on 

the school roof and waved at us through the windows!  

 

This newsletter details some fantastic learning that has taken place this term and in addition, Harry at the  

Faculty has achieved his Supergoal! Well done Harry.  I have seen the film of you baking for your family to 

achieve that Supergoal; your cake looked delicious.  

 

The school has seen 2 significant pieces of monitoring by East Sussex Standards and Learning Effectiveness 

Service this term.  Both of these meant we had 1 or 2 consultants in school with us for the day talking to senior 

leaders and seeing what goes on in classrooms with your children.  The headlines from the reports written by 

consultants are:   

The leadership and management of Glyne Gap School is strong and robust. School leaders have a very realistic 

and clear understanding of the school’s strengths and areas for development. The school’s development plan 

is very clear, well-structured and realistic. 

Pupils are safeguarded well at this school. 

These are both satisfying outcomes for the school.   

 

I do hope you and your family stay well over the holiday period and into the new year.  Christmas love to you 

all and very best wishes for a peaceful new year. 



 

End of Term Christmas Festivities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Junior 1— Time to Experiment!  
 
The Junior Department’s  topic this term has been ‘Let’s 
Experiment’.  So that we had plenty of room, a group of 
pupils from Junior 1 went up to the wild garden to carry 
out two of our experiments.  The first experiment we 
did was adding Mentos mints to a bottle of coke and 
seeing what happened.  The  
second one was using a pump to launch our water rock-
ets.  We thought about what might happen in each ex-
periment and everyone worked as a team and gave 
each other support when it was their turn.  We all  
ended up a little bit wet but we did have a lot of fun!  

 

 Wrens class—It’s all about Me!  
Wrens have made a super start this year and have embraced our tier 2 

topics of All About Me in term 1 and Favourite Characters in term 2. 

 

Everyone has shared their favourite characters with the rest of the class 

and have met a new character ‘Elmer the Elephant’! We have read  

different stories about Elmer and practised our skills to create Elmer art 

and recreate Elmer’s Windy Day.  

 

We have found out that Edison loves Curious George, Natasha loves 

Mickey Mouse, Alfie, Harvey, Shah and Ella-May love Peppa Pig and  

Frozen characters. We took turns using a communication board to ask 

for our favourite character music and clips to share with our friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Children in Need  
 As you can see from these photos from the Senior 

department, pupils fundraised in style this year 

with a fabulous array of dressing up alongside  

karaoke parties and discos!  

Yesterday we had our Christmas lunch in school, here 

you can see Penguins class tucking into their roast dinner 

and waiting so patiently for their pudding.  Ava (Nursery) 

also made her debut as a Christmas fairy and here you 

can see her practicing her walking.  Well done Ava! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 
Safeguarding your Child Online FE1—Transferring  

Skills out into the Community 

   

 

Seniors—Getting in the Festive Mood!  

 

 

 

 

Some students in FE1 have been  

transferring their friendship,  

communication and switch skills out in 

the community. Here you can see Patrick 

and Harry advocating what friend they 

would like to order a drink for in the local 

pub using their Switches.  Harry has been 

able to transfer his choice making skills 

from the classroom to the busy environ-

ment of the pub, showing clear preference 

and clearly advocating his choices. Patrick 

has loved the social aspect of this  

experience and is building new friendships 

with other students from different classes 

across the faculty.  
Harry  choosing his choice 

of soft drink and snacks  

    All In a Days Work at The Faculty 
 

As part of  the faculty vocational work experience  

curriculum, Luke from FE2 has been working hard in his 

weekly work placement at Crowhurst Christian retreat. He 

has been brushing up on his gardening skills and learning 

new skills.  He particularly enjoys using the leaf blower! He 

has braved all weathers and has shown great determination 

and dedication to his new learning. Well done Luke! 

A big ‘Thank You’ to all the Parents and Carers who attended the  

Senior Department’s Christmas Fair last week.  Pupils set up stalls, 

painted decorations, made cakes and biscuits and organised a raffle. 

A total of £225 was raised which will go towards a Seniors’ ‘treat’ in 

the coming year. 

Derry, Bailey, Ollie and 

Lola all managing stalls 

at the Seniors  

Christmas Fair. 
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Hello Everyone! 

 

Christmas is fast approaching and it’s a time when lots of different things happen and our usual routines may 

change for a few days. There can be family get-togethers, decorations up at home, parties to go to and presents 

appearing under the Christmas tree! It can be quite confusing and un-predictable for our pupils.  When will they 

be allowed their presents? Why do we give presents to other people? Why do we have to share?! There are lots 

of things to try and understand all in a short space of time. 

Here’s something for you to try at home……….here are some signs you can use to help your child understand what’s going 

on and what you expect them to do at Christmas. You could use them to help your child  understand that they may have to 

take turns in opening presents or playing a game, so you could say ‘now (see sign below) it’s Dad’s (point to Dad) turn, 

next (see sign below) it’s your (point to your child) turn’. Plus, here’s the signs for the tricky concepts of sharing & giving! I 

hope this is useful & wish everyone a very Merry Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Now 

 

Hands move down in 

short sharp movement 

Next 

 

Hand faces down with 

thumb out then turns 

over 

Share 

Palms face up,  

alternate hands  

moving back and 

forth 

 
Give 

Move both 

hands towards 

Communication Stars 
 

Senior pupils have been using their communication systems for different activities and having fun! 

                   Fab work! 

 

Following symbolised instructions 

to bake a cake. 

     Taking turns and requesting to play a                

                game with a friend. 

 

Requesting a favourite  

leisure item . 


