Glyne Gap School
Newsletter Term 2, 2020

Dear Parents, Carers, Families and Friends…
Whilst our Christmas events and preparations have had to look different this year, this remains a wonderful
time to be in school. Yesterday saw pupils and staff sit down to a delicious lunch (thank you so much David and
Rico and teams)...turkey and all the trimmings! I was so proud to see our youngest pupils sat at the table with
friends and staff...although everyone was out of their seats when Santa himself appeared outside the classroom windows! The delight on the children's faces was a joy to see.
Throughout this week, a number of classes have been watching the pantomime which the Faculty students
wrote, performed and filmed over recent times. It is their version of Cinderella and in true showbiz fashion
there were a number of setbacks; their work was interrupted by partial closures/pupils being contacted by
Test and Trace and then the Bexhill College boiler broke and half of them had to move back to school for a
couple of days! However, 'the show must go on' and it is clear from the film that much fun was had by all.
Today we will be using the skills we have learnt in Outdoor Learning this term and enjoying carols round the
campfire....with perhaps a hot chocolate and a few marshmallows to keep us going.
This newsletter details some fantastic learning that has taken place this term and in addition, Xavier and Sean
have achieved their Supergoals! Well done boys.
Your understanding and co-operation have been so appreciated this term. Whilst all of us would prefer to be
living, learning and working in more usual times, we must remain grateful that pupils have remained Covid-free
and we have been able to contain the cases we have had. Whilst we have had to put in place partial closures,
school has remained open throughout. This would not have been possible without your support.
It is likely that these current conditions will continue in the new year....with the respect and kindness that our
school community is built around, we will get through this together.

Woodland Wonderland
portraits by Jack and
Sofia (Senior 1 and 2)

Dates for your Diary
Back to school:
Tuesday, January, 5th
Half term:
15th—19th February
School Closure Days:
4th January
22nd February
28th May
2nd July

Christmas love to you all and very best wishes for a peaceful new year.

Outdoor Learning News
We have all been busy learning in the great outdoors this term. Bonfire week was great fun and pupils helped to build the fires, make
damper bread and toasted marshmallows. We learned about staying safe around the fire and practiced our thinking and listening skills.
Senior 3 went one step further and cooked their whole lunch over the fire. Jacket potatoes, sausages and beans all cooked outdoors. By
the end of the week the whole school smelled of wood smoke and at least 10 bags of marshmallows had been consumed.

Pupils from Junior 1 and Senior 3 all enjoying
activities around the fire in the Wild Garden.

Letter from the Chair of Governors
Dear Parents and Carers,
What a year it’s been! I would like to thank and congratulate you for
your resilience, compassion and understanding over the past 10 months.
As we all know, it’s been a very challenging year, and it looks like the
next few months will continue to be so. However, we are a strong community and I have been overwhelmed by the support that parents have
given the school during this time in accommodating class partial/full closures and in following the guidelines from Public Health England and the
Department for Education.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff for their
steadfast approach and uncompromising dedication to pupils and to
Kirsty and her strong leadership team for navigating the school so well
during these troubled times, it is no easy feat and continues to throw
different challenges on a daily basis. I am delighted to advise parents
that following a recent review of standards, conducted by the local authority, the report concludes that the school remains Outstanding. This
is a fitting testament to all the hard work that is carried out at school
and, I feel, very well deserved.
I wish you all a very peaceful and happy Christmas and look forward to a
new year full of opportunities, adventures and beginnings!

Junior 3
Here you can see Lola and Ollie playing a game during
literacy lessons where Ollie works on his keyboard skills
to spell functional words correctly and Lola learns to write
words down accurately and blend the sounds together to
read the words independently. They work together so
well, clarifying the rules to the game, taking turns and
reacting appropriately when they win and lose rounds.

Best wishes,

Safeguarding

Sylvia Lamb

Junior 1—Bringing the Outdoors Indoors
This term Junior 1 have been learning about Woodlands and have
bought it into the classroom! We have been reading ‘The Woods’ story
and exploring the woodland characters and creating them in Art.
We’ve been foraging and collecting nature and, as some of these
photos show, all pupils have enjoyed bringing the outdoors indoors!

Using the internet is a daily occurrence for some of our
pupils and for parents and carers this can be a cause for
concern when children use it in unsupervised areas at
home (e.g. bedrooms). The NSPCC advise that:


It is important to reassure children that you're
interested in their life, offline and online and ask
your child to show you what they enjoy doing online
or apps they’re using so you can understand them.
 ask them if they're worried about anything, and let
them know they can come to you.
 ask them about any friends online and how they
know they are who they say they are.
 listen for the reasons why your child wants to use
apps or sites you don't think are suitable, so you can
talk about these together.
 ask your child what they think's okay for children of
different ages so they feel involved in the decision
making.
The internet can be challenging but it can also be an
excellent educational resource and a great way for pupils
to stay in touch with friends at this time.
More information can be found at;
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/onlinesafety/

Parent Cafe
Hi to you all..
As a parent or carer of a child or young adult with
learning disabilities, autism and possibly other
medical difficulties, life already has its extreme
highs and lows. Place a pandemic on top and it
can be overwhelming.
One of the ways I’ve kept hopeful (and sane) over
the years is through the ‘support collective’ at
Project Artworks. I know many families in the
school already have a link with this amazing collective.
If you go to the Project Artworks website ‘project
artworks.org’, you’ll find they have a new section.
It’s called ‘Covid 19 resources’. Amongst other
helpful items you’ll find information about money,
face to face and zoom support and well-being. I
heartily recommend having a look.
If you’d like to join the next zoom meeting contact
esther@projectartworks.org, I might well see you
there.
You’ve got this.
Sending much love at Christmas,
Mel J

A Whole New World Awaits
for Xander and Luke
This term Xander has learnt to take the bus
independently from college back home. Luke
can now do a return journey to college
independently. Brilliant work, well done!

The Christmas Art Trail
Classes have really embraced the Christmas Art Trail this year. Classes
wanted to decorate the corridors and areas outside of class so that
everyone can enjoy their work! This has transformed the school and has
caused a lot of excitement and fun with pupils and classes. Here you can see
some of the highlights!

“Morning,
And he did it!! Got the bus to college on his
own. Soo, soo proud of him.”
E-mail from Luke’s mum to FE2 class teacher.

News from the Communication Team!
Hello to all our Parents, Carers and Families.
Christmas is fast approaching so here are some ‘Christmas’ themed signs that may be useful for you to use with your
child over the festive period

Communication Stars
This term Harvey has
been transferring his
functional communication skills into different
environments around
school.
He is now beginning to
find an adult, gain their
attention by tapping
them and then uses his
book to request what
he wants/needs. Well
done Harvey!

t

Monsef has only been
in Nursery a term and
is already demonstrating his amazing
communication skills.
He is using choice
boards to make a
variety of requests
and linking a symbol
with a photo to form
a sentence, e.g.. ‘I
want...bubbles’.
Well done Monsef!

Merry Christmas to you all from the Communication Team

